Chronology of MDHHS E-mails,
along with select
MDHHS/MDEQ/MI State Public
Statements pertaining to blood lead
levels of kids in Michigan,
primarily in Flint
While the emails are arranged chronologically, if a specific subject matter is discussed
over a longer period of time (>1 day), they are grouped together for continuity.
Highlights are either in red or yellow from Flintwaterstudy.org.

FlintWaterStudy.org
Use the following suggested citation.
Edwards, M., S. Roy, W. Rhoads, E. Garner, and R. Martin.
Chronological compilation of e-mails from MDHHS Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
#2015-557 (2015).
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Exemplary false statement from MDEQ. Compare the above (specifically Page 3 email: “none of the neighbors’
water had elevated lead levels”) with the following from EPA Scientist Miguel Del Toral’s draft memo (June 24):

Full memo: http://flintwaterstudy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Miguels-Memo.pdf
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Data until July 27 2015
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At 03:14 PM 11/17/2006, Robert L. Scott wrote:
Thanks for the info. Please see attached. Just a reminder that a
"proposal" is also required. It need not be particularly long or
formal, but should indicate clearly the data requested, and what you
intend to do with it.
-Date: Fri, 17 Nov 2006 15:41:55 -0500
To: "Robert L. Scott" <scottrob@michigan.gov>
From: Marc Edwards <edwardsm@vt.edu>
Subject: Proposal and signed data agreement
Robert,
Attached is my signed agreement. My proposal is to do a study of potential benefits resulting from a community
intervention in Lansing, MI.
Specifically, last year Lansing distributed drinking water filters and sent out enhanced flushing instructions to
mitigate levels of lead in drinking water in homes with lead pipes. I am trying to determine whether this
intervention had any discernable benefit on blood lead levels in the population.
To conduct this statistical test, I would like the following fields extracted from your database:
1) City of Lansing blood lead values, draw dates, and subject ID number from January 1 2001 to present.
If you do not have accessible data starting in 2001, then go back as far as you can (e.g., 2002).
2) The same data for Ingham County (which I assume includes Lansing). If it is possible to get all data from
within Ingham County but excluding Lansing that would be ideal. But I could presumably delete the duplicate
data between set 1 and set 2 by hand if necessary.
3) The same data for the city of Detroit MI.
The statistical comparison will examine 1) temporal changes in % elevated blood lead for Lansing before and
after the intervention, and 2) cross comparisons in trends between Lansing (with intervention) and Detroit and
Ingham County (without intervention).
This is a fairly straightforward test that I suspect will confirm that no significant change arose due to the
intervention in Lansing, consistent with water as a minor contributor to blood lead in Lansing.
If you should have additional questions please e-mail me at this address or call me at XXXXXXXXXXXXX,
Regards,
Marc Edwards
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From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2015 8:36 PM
To: 'scottrob@michigan.gov' <scottrob@michigan.gov>
Subject: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from January 1
2011 to present.
Hi Robert,
I would like to repeat the study I did below, but updated for Flint Michigan, Genessee Country Michigan, and
Detroit.
What I need is blood lead data from all Flint zip codes, Genesee County zip codes and Detroit zip codes from
2011 to present.
Please do not identify the records by name, but have an ID code for each individual that can be sorted, along
with the date of the measurement, blood lead result, zip code in which the child resides, and child’s birth date
so I can determine the age of the subject.
The intervention of interest, is the change from Detroit water to Flint River water, in Flint Michigan. Genesee
County and Detroit serve as control data sets.
If it can be provided in a format that can be read into EXCEL, that would be best.
Let me know if you need a new signed data sharing agreement, or whether our agreement from 2006 is still ok.
Best Regards,
Marc Edwards
From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Monday, September 07, 2015 11:40 AM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from
January 1 2011 to present.
Robert,

Can you confirm that you received the e-mail below, with the request for blood lead data on Flint?
Marc
From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 7:55 AM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from
January 1 2011 to present.

Yes, sorry for the delay; I’ll get you a more complete answer later today.
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From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 4:19 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from
January 1 2011 to present.

Marc,
Sorry I’m slow to get back to you. Yes, I think this sounds great. There has been some concern about the water
source change in Flint, and in fact we had a call about it today. Yes, this will need a new data sharing
agreement. Please fill out the attached and send back to me, leaving it as a Word document without signature.
I’ll run it past Legal, and they’ll no doubt ask for a couple of changes.
Thanks,
Bob
Robert L. Scott
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
(517) 335-8178
fax (517) 335-8509

From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 5:39 PM
To: 'Scott, Robert L. (DCH)'
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from
January 1 2011 to present.

Here you go.
Best Regards,
Marc
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From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 7:57 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from January
1 2011 to present.
Do you need anything else from me?
Marc
From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 12:58 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from
January 1 2011 to present.

Maybe. My contact at Legal let me know the other day that he’s unusually busy with other matters right now,
so his review of DUAs might be delayed unless there was a specific reason for quicker action on his part.
If you are in need of a reasonably-quick turnaround—i.e., a week rather than a month or so—then please send
me a paragraph explaining why. I’ll pass that along with your DUA.
If you’re not in a hurry, then I’m all set for now—I’ll submit your DUA as is.
From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:03 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Repeat of 2006 study request, but for Flint and Genesee County and Detroit zip codes, from January
1 2011 to present.
Yes, I think there is clearly some urgency to the situation.
MDEQ has publicly stated that your blood lead records, are showing that there is no public health concern for
residents in Flint.
The levels of lead in Flint water, that we are finding in our water sampling, are certainly in a range that can cause
childhood lead poisoning.
Indeed, one child has already, likely been lead poisoned from exposure to high lead in water.
I think the fact that you already have other teams working on these records, indicates a high level of interest,
and urgency.
Congressional interest in the safety of the water is also very high, and this will be an important issue in deciding
options for treating the water, in the weeks and months ahead.
Best Regards,

Marc
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From Michigan Radio (Sep 6, 2015):

Team testing Flint water for lead sample by sample
…
“The samples don’t match the testing that we’ve been doing in the same kind of neighborhoods all over
the city for the past year,” says Brad Wurfel, a state Department of Environmental Quality spokesman.
Wurfel says DEQ has conducted two rounds of testing in the past year. He adds that the Department of
Community Health conducts its own blood level lead testing in Flint.
“With these kind of numbers,” Wurfel says, “we would have expected to be seeing a spike somewhere
else in the other lead monitoring that goes on in the community.”
…
http://michiganradio.org/post/team-testing-flint-water-lead-sample-sample
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From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:09 PM
To: Peeler, Nancy (DCH); Lishinski, Karen (DCH); Priem, Wesley F. (DCH)
Subject: Flint water study

Nancy, Karen and Wes,
I’m passing this along as follow-up to our previous attention to the Flint water changeover situation. The
attached was submitted to me along with a request for de-identified data, which should be no problem.
When you have a few minutes you might want to take a look at it. Sounds like there might be more to this
than what we learned previously. Yikes!
Robert L. Scott
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program Michigan
Department of Health & Human Services (517) 335-8178
fax (517) 335-8509
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Attached (Edwards et al. 2015. NSF Rapid Grant Proposal):
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From: Priem, Wesley F. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:57 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>; Peeler, Nancy (DCH) <PeelerN@michigan.gov>; Lishinski,
Karen (DCH) <LishinskiK@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Flint water study
Bob:
Was this all that was sent to you, looks like the cover page is missing?
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From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:08 PM
To: Priem, Wesley F. (DCH); Peeler, Nancy (DCH); Lishinski, Karen (DCH)
Subject: RE: Flint water study

Yes, it looks that way, but that’s how I received it.

From: Priem, Wesley F. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Flint water study

I know when I share this with my Division Director Linda Dykema she will also want to know who sent the
request in to you. She has been involved in this issue.

From:
Scott, Robert L. (DHHS) To:
Priem, Wesley F. (DHHS) Subject:
RE: Flint
water study
Date:

Friday, September 11, 2015 2:53:06 PM

Prof. Marc Edwards, Virginia Tech
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From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:26 PM
To: Boes, Colin (DCH)
Subject: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

Colin,
Please see attached DUA and related proposal. I’m asking for a reasonably-quick turn-around on this request for
de-identified data, if possible given your schedule. I’ve pasted Professor Edwards’ comments below:
“Yes, I think there is clearly some urgency to the situation.
MDEQ has publicly stated that your blood lead records, are showing that there is no public health concern for
residents in Flint.
The levels of lead in Flint water, that we are finding in our water sampling, are certainly in a range that can cause
childhood lead poisoning.
Indeed, one child has already, likely been lead poisoned from exposure to high lead in water.
I think the fact that you already have other teams working on these records, indicates a high level of interest,
and urgency.
Congressional interest in the safety of the water is also very high, and this will be an important issue in deciding
options for treating the water, in the weeks and months ahead.”
Thanks,
Bob
Robert L. Scott
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
(517) 335-8178
fax (517) 335-8509
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From: Boes, Colin (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:33 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive
Robert, thank you for letting me know about the time-sensitivity. I will do my best to get this turned around as
soon as I can. Since this involves research you may wish to send it the IRB as well and let them know about the
urgency. How soon do you think they were hoping to get it back? A few weeks? Shorter? I ask because our IRB
director Ian is out of the office until at least next week (I cannot remember exactly how long he is out).
Colin Boes, JD
Privacy Specialist
Office of Legal Affairs & FOIA
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
201 Townsend St.
Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 335-8558 – T (517) 241-1200 - F
From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:44 PM
To: Boes, Colin (DCH)
Subject: RE: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

Thanks. I was told by a colleague of mine that Ian is expected back on Monday (I hope she was right).
I think the researcher is hoping for a turn-around with a week or so, but I’m sure he knows he can’t make (and
hasn’t made) demands. I’ll check with him about an IRB.

From: Boes, Colin (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:08 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Cc: Horste, Ian (DCH) <HorsteI@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive
Robert,
Here are my comments regarding this DUA. Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions. As I
indicate below, we also need to see about whether our IRB needs to be involved.
1. I want to know more about the study that is being recreated in item 1. The attached protocol seems to
discuss more about the study of the water samples, not the blood lead data. Saying that the researcher
wants to verify the claim of MDEQ is not sufficient. It does not have to be a great deal longer, but it
should explain what the intended use of the blood lead data is.
It is also important to know exactly how it will be used for research in order to justify the release not just
under HIPAA, but also under R 325.9086 pertaining to the confidentiality of blood lead test reports. It
must be for the “If necessary for the purpose of research designed to develop or contribute to
generalizable knowledge, with documented approval by the department’s institutional review board.” R
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325.9086(2)(e). I am not sure how Ian would handle this, given the language in the rule that seems to
require IRB approval.
2. Tying in with 1. above, telling us that the analysis will be similar to some other study is insufficient. This
section should tell us how the data will be used and disclosed, how many people (research team) might
have access, what formats it might be used in and other similar information. The attached research
protocol, as noted above, does not get into sufficient detail regarding exactly how our blood lead data
will be used and how its use will be restricted.
I also need to know more about how the data will be secured on their end, how it will be handled, by
who, and what will be done with it when it is no longer needed for their study.
3. The researcher indicates this data will be deidentified, but then goes on to ask for a number of
identifiers that make the data identifiable, including county, city, and birth date of the child. In order for
data to be deidentified (short of the statistical analysis method which would have to be documented
and shown to us), it must not contain any geographic subdivision smaller than state. 45 CFR
164.414(b)(2)(i)(B). Additionally, all elements of dates related to the individual must not be included,
which includes birth date. 45 CFR 164.414(b)(2)(i)(C). Therefore, the researcher must follow protocols
for identifiable data, which may include requesting a waiver of informed consent from the IRB.
The researcher could possibly obtain the data requested as a limited data set without a waiver I believe
(though we still would want to run it by the IRB). If this is the case, item 3.b. should be changed to
“Limited Data Set.”

Colin Boes, JD
Privacy Specialist
Office of Legal Affairs & FOIA
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
201 Townsend St.
Lansing, Michigan 48933
(517) 335-8558 – T (517) 241-1200 - F

From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: FW: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

Marc,
Please see Colin’s (Legal Affairs) comments below. I apologize for not passing it along yesterday—the day got
away from me. I clearly have a lot to learn—I made changes to your document thinking it was a slam-dunk as
de-identified, but was wrong, as indicated below.
Please make changes to your DCH-1294 as directed by Colin’s comments, and re-submit to me, still no signature.
Thanks,
Bob

34

From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 4:58 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive
Can you tell me how I can do a limited dataset? Can I just have the age in years, for example?
Thanks so much!
Marc
From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 5:10 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

I can certainly provide age in years instead of date of birth, although either one would be acceptable according
to this link I found:
http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/institutional_review_board/hipaa_research/limited_data_set.html
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Flintwaterstudy.org: The graphs that were sent to Dr. Reynolds were also sent to Dr. Hanna-Attisha and Dr.
Edwards and appears on page 55.
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From: Mona Hanna-Attisha (Sep 16 11:28 AM)
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> On Sep 21, 2015, at 10:02 AM, Minicuci, Angela (DCH) <MinicuciA@michigan.gov> wrote:
>
> Hi Eden, could you explain the difference were seeing between our numbers and the DEQ? Or direct me to
someone at DHHS who can. Thanks!!
>
> Sent from my iPhone
-----Original Message----From: Eden- Umich [mailto:ewells@umich.edu]
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 12:58 PM
To: Minicuci, Angela (DCH)
Cc: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH)
Subject: Re: Flint
I have my unofficial opinions- Lynda can you assist???
Sent from my iPhone
---------- Forwarded message ---------From: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) <DykemaL@michigan.gov>
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 3:49 PM
Subject: RE: Flint
To: Eden- Umich <ewells@umich.edu>, "Minicuci, Angela (DCH)" <MinicuciA@michigan.gov>

It appears that VA Tech has analyzed far more samples than I had thought. The results can be found here
http://flintwaterstudy.org/ . My guess is the difference in the analytical results can be attributed to sample
collection protocols, but the city and the DEQ are following the EPA requirements.
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From: Peeler, Nancy (DCH)
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 5:33 PM
To: Travis, Rashmi (DCH); Robinson, Mikelle (DCH); Lasher, Geralyn (DCH); Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)
Cc: Fink, Brenda (DCH)
Subject: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention program documents
Importance: High
Hello – I’m going to send a series of emails with materials you have asked for, as a way to organize them.
The first document attached to this email is our CLPPP updated analysis of the blood lead testing data we have
for children aged 0-16 in Flint. This is an update from what we sent to the Director’s office earlier in the year, in
that we added an additional year (2010-2011), and added data for May-August 2015 (per Geralyn’s request in an
email late last week).
Regarding this data:
 We are using the timeframe of May –April for this chart, because the water source change in Flint
happened in April 2014. So, we started by looking at the 12 month time period from May 2014 –
April 2015. Then we went back and compared that same time frame to the 4 previous years, to see if
the pattern was similar, significantly different, etc.
 We included all children with a Flint address, which may not exactly conform to the city boundaries.
 We only included first time blood lead levels of > 5 mcg/dL, not all subsequent tests a child may have
received.
 We included all types of blood samples – venous blood draws, capillary samples, or unknown (e.g. not
labeled as venous or capillary). Typically we would point to venous samples as the best, most
reliable, but we had many non-venous samples, so to be inclusive added those in.
Looking at the charts, you can definitely see the seasonal impact associated with lead poisoning.
We do NOT see a different pattern of results for the 2014-2015 year, right after the change in water source. That
year looks more like the data from 10-11, and 11-12.
For the full 5 years worth of data, testing rates were pretty consistent, so we don’t think that is driving the data.
However, note that testing levels for May-August 2015 appear to be lower than in the previous 5 years.
The second document I have attached is a presentation sent to us this morning by Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, from
Hurley Medical Center. She shared this related to her data request that she sent to our program. In scanning it,
we noted that she is using different data than we did (by age, by zip code, time frames, which years she
included, etc.), so comparing our data chart to her results is like comparing apples and oranges. We have not run
any analyses using her parameters. We did note some slides in her document that we might disagree with, for
example her statement that water is the primary source of lead (in Michigan, it remains lead paint that is our
primary source of lead exposure).
Please let us know if you have questions you have about the data charts we produced. Next email will be some
of our program materials, that may be of use in the upcoming outreach effort. Also, Rashmi indicated who I
should include on this email, and I trust you will share with others as appropriate.
Nancy
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From: Travis, Rashmi (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 11:15 AM
To: Miller, Mark (DCH) <millerm1@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention program documents
Importance: High
FYI the PPT from Hurley.
From: Miller, Mark (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 1:55 PM
To: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH); Priem, Wesley F. (DCH)
Subject: FW: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention program documents
Importance: High
FYI. Don’t distribute too broadly!
On Sep 25, 2015, at 2:01 PM, Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) <DykemaL@michigan.gov> wrote:
It would appear that the Hurley physicians are looking at just younger children, rather than 0-16 years as did
CLPPP.
From: LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 2:42 PM
To: Dykema, Linda D. (DHHS)
Cc: Miller, Mark (DHHS); Priem, Wesley F. (DHHS)
Subject: Re: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention program documents

Yes. We can look at younger as well.
Sent from my iPad
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From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 1:21 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: Automatic reply: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

I'll be out of the office until Wednesday, Sept 23. I'll respond to your message when I return.
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From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 1:00 PM
To: 'Mona Hanna-Attisha'; 'Scott, Robert L. (DCH)'; 'Jenny LaChance'
Subject: RE: Automatic reply: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

I understand that, and I appreciate what you are doing.
I also hope you can understand my frustration, at seeing this data given to reporters in an relatively unprocessed
and unscientific format, used to support a claim that there is not a problem with lead in water in Flint.
And worst of all, seeing it used to “refute” the sound science that Mona did with her in-house data. I know you
did not have anything to do with that, but I strongly feel that what is happening is unethical.
I hope you send my message to whoever is abusing the data (and the public trust, and the science method) in
this way.
I will be calling the state out on this abuse, as long as it continues. I stand by my statements this is third rate and
unscientific science that is being circulated by the state, and your department should have expedited Mona’s
requests to get access to the data. I am probably going to step aside and let her handle it from here, and as soon
as you get her the data I will stop speaking out. She has proven herself to be a capable researcher.
You should also tell the team that is analyzing the data, that lead in water often peaks in the summer months,
and declines in the winter months. It is clear from their one pager that they do not know the first thing about
lead in water.
Marc
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From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 1:12 PM
To: 'Mona Hanna-Attisha'; 'Scott, Robert L. (DCH)'; 'Jenny LaChance'
Subject: RE: Automatic reply: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

Mona,
When you get the data let me know. Since you are involved and have apparently requested the data already
(independently), I will not be bothering Robert further.
However, I will be speaking out, about the unethical behavior of the state in not sharing the data to date, and
their abusing of power to discredit the work you have done.
The second they give you the data I will stop speaking out.
Robert, I apologize to you because I know you did not have anything to do with it, but what is happening here is
just wrong.
Best Regards,
Marc
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From: Mona Hanna-Attisha [mailto:MHanna1@hurleymc.com]
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 12:51 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) <ScottR9@michigan.gov>; Marc Edwards <edwardsm@vt.edu>; Jenny LaChance
<JLachan1@hurleymc.com>
Subject: RE: Automatic reply: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive
Thanks Bob. We greatly appreciate all your assistance and your hard work!
It’s interesting to note that the number of children tested in July and August of 2015 is so small as compared to
the same months in previous years? Do you think those numbers capture all the tests that were done – is there
a lag time in reporting to your system?
Thanks! Mona
-From: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) [mailto:ScottR9@michigan.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 1:02 PM
To: Mona Hanna-Attisha; Marc Edwards; Jenny LaChance
Subject: RE: Automatic reply: New DCH-1294, time-sensitive

Mona,
There’s generally a lag of about two weeks from the date of the test to its being fully processed in our system. A
few results take longer, for a variety of reasons. 99% of all results through August should be reflected in those
numbers. Not sure why the last few months were so low.
Thanks,
Bob
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From: Murray, David (GOV)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Lasher, Geralyn (DCH) <lasherg@michigan.gov>; Minicuci, Angela (DCH) <MinicuciA@michigan.gov>; Eisner,
Jennifer (DCH) <EisnerJ@michigan.gov>; Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) <WurfelB@michigan.gov>; Agen, Jarrod (GOV)
<AgenJ@michigan.gov>; Wurfel, Sara (GOV) <Wurfels@michigan.gov>
Subject: Hurley Hospital's bulletin regarding Flint water
Team,
Here’s the media bulletin issued by Hurley Hospital in Flint about the lead blood levels press conference this
afternoon. I’ve reached out to Hurley’s communications team, which has promised to send me whatever it has
shared with the media on an embargoed basis. I’ll forward that as soon as I receive it.
Dave

Media Alert
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHO: Genesee County Medical Community, including Hurley Medical
Center, Greater Flint Health Coalition, Mott Children’s Health Center,
Hamilton Community Health Network & Genesee County Medical Society

WHAT: Press conference to address medical community’s concerns
regarding lead levels in the city of Flint’s water supply and appropriate
precautionary measures.
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WHEN: 3pm, Today, September 24th, 2015
WHERE: Hurley Medical Center, Charles White Conference Center
Media Note: Please enter on the Sixth Avenue entrance and check in with front desk
upon arrival to be escorted to the Charles White Conference Center.

Dave Murray
Deputy Press Secretary │ Executive Office of Governor Rick Snyder
MurrayD1@michigan.gov
517-335-6397, office
517-449-8343, mobile
Twitter:@michigandmurray
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From: "Lasher, Geralyn (DCH)" <lasherg@michigan.gov>
Date: September 24, 2015 at 10:26:52 AM MDT
To: "Lyon, Nick (DCH)" <LyonN2@michigan.gov>, "Grijalva, Nancy (DCH)" <GrijalvaN@michigan.gov>, "Becker,
Timothy (DCH)" <beckert1@michigan.gov>, "Minicuci, Angela (DCH)" <MinicuciA@michigan.gov>, "Eisner,
Jennifer (DCH)" <EisnerJ@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)" <HertelE@michigan.gov>, "Robinson, Mikelle
(DCH)" <RobinsonM18@michigan.gov>, "Moran, Susan (DCH)" <MoranS@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Hurley Hospital's bulletin regarding Flint water
Mikelle has been told the Genesee Health Department will also be at the press conference today in Flint with
the below groups. They have put together a fact sheet on lead and water that they will be sending us this
afternoon.
Angela and I have just gotten off the phone with Nancy Peeler and Bob Scott and are putting together talking
points about this “study” that the physicians will be discussing that claims an increase in EBL in children since the
change to the water system source.
DEQ will be answering the questions as to why the city cannot just switch back to the Detroit system and how
that won’t solve the problem. We will answer the health questions.
The City of Flint is also issuing a water advisory today to educate residents and has also asked the Governor for
$30 million.
http://www.mlive.com/news/flint/index.ssf/2015/09/flint_will_issue_lead_advisory.html#incart_m-rpt-2
From: Moran, Susan (DCH)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 1:26 PM
To: Robinson, Mikelle (DCH); Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: Fwd: Hurley Hospital's bulletin regarding Flint water

Who is answering the health questions? What did Nancy/ Bob report?
From: Robinson, Mikelle (DCH)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 2:48 PM
To: Moran, Susan (DCH)
Cc: Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: RE: Hurley Hospital's bulletin regarding Flint water

CLPPP is working to review the epi study and will prepare a power point to explain what the results imply. They
will work closely with the Corinne/Patty who prepared the first results to ensure validity and the proper
discussion of the study. We’ll work together on any of the health questions if they haven’t already been
answered in the fact sheets.
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From: Minicuci, Angela (DCH)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 2:07 PM
To: Peeler, Nancy (DCH); Scott, Robert L. (DCH); Lasher, Geralyn (DCH); Eisner, Jennifer (DCH); Robinson,
Mikelle (DCH); Moran, Susan (DCH); Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)
Subject: FW: Flint lead data

The Next Steps slide no longer recommends that the city declare a health advisory. It now says ‘support city’s
health advisory’. If Flint will be issuing a health advisory, will Genesee County support this?
Angela
From: Robinson, Mikelle (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 2:27 PM
To: Minicuci, Angela (DHHS)
Cc: Peeler, Nancy (DHHS); Scott, Robert L. (DHHS); Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS); Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS); Hertel,
Elizabeth (DHHS); Moran, Susan (DHHS); Miller, Mark (DHHS)
Subject: RE: Flint lead data

Mark Valacak (health officer) informed me that he sent some recommended revisions to the city water
department for the advisory and will forward it to me when it is available. So, I assume an advisory is still being
planned.
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From: "Robinson, Mikelle (DCH)" <RobinsonM18@michigan.gov>
Date: September 24, 2015 at 12:14:09 PM MDT
To: "Lasher, Geralyn (DCH)" <lasherg@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)"
<HertelE@michigan.gov>
Cc: "Moran, Susan (DCH)" <MoranS@michigan.gov>, "Miller, Mark (DCH)" <millerm1@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Env. Health Perspectives on Washington DC. lead in Drinking Water
FYI – on the call with EPA that Wes participated in today.
From: Priem, Wesley F. (DCH)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 1:31 PM
To: Klevs, Mardi (klevs.mardi@epa.gov); Martig, Anton (Tony) (martig.anton@epa.gov)
Cc: Miller, Corinne (DCH); Robinson, Mikelle (DCH); Dykema, Linda D. (DCH); Groetsch, Kory J. (DCH);
Peeler, Nancy (DCH); Scott, Robert L. (DCH)
Subject: FW: Env. Health Perspectives on Washington DC. lead in Drinking Water

Mardi and Tony;
I will be sending you at three emails regarding the Flint lead in water concern. This being the article on
the D.C. study an a summary of our meeting. I will also send you a response DEQ has prepared and also
the M Live article.
Summary from our meeting this morning:
1. Dialog regarding the DEG Frequently asked questions and there was no objections to the
information presented.
2. Discussion on who was taking the lead from the municipalities whether it was the city of
Genesee County Health Department. It appears the city and mayor is taking the lead.
3. Local Health Department is working on preparing information for the public
4. Information being prepared from our, State, CLPPP and this information can still be revised to
include more information on drinking water.
5. Our Environmental Toxicological Section can provide assistance if needed for the public
outreach materials, although the staff person who would do this work is on vacation till next
week.
6. CLPPP is working to review the epi study and will prepare a power point to explain what the
results imply. They will work closely with the Department’s epidemiologist who prepared the
first results to ensure validity and the proper discussion of the study.
7. The idea of providing filters to the public was discussed. A call to the National Sanitation
Foundation was made to discuss this issue further and determine proper filters.
8. CLPPP can provide EPA with 2013- 2014. See attached. 2015 data-to-date is not yet available
but can be later if needed.
9. Our department was informed while we were meeting the Flint advocates along with others are
to be holding a press conference at 3:00 today. The advocates are demanding that the water
supply revert back to the city of Detroit’s drinking water.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1868000/
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Excerpt below with the plan they implemented.
Following the LCR (U.S. EPA 1991), guidance from the U.S. EPA, consultation with the DC Department of
Health, and its own contingency plans, in 2003 the DCWASA implemented plans for families living in
homes with lead lines or testing above the LAL:













Advisories were disseminated recommending that water lines should be flushed for 10 min
before consuming drinking water.
Specific advice for limiting exposure to children < 6 years of age and pregnant and nursing
women was sent to all households with suspected lead service lines, in the form of flyers
prepared in English, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Amharic.
Filters were distributed to homes with suspected lead service lines and later to all homes with a
test result > 15 ppb (the LAL). Replacement filter cartridges were then sent to the same homes
at 6-month intervals for the duration of the period of the exceedance, ending in June 2006.
The board of directors of the DCWASA decided to adopt a voluntarily accelerated program to
replace the public segment of all lead service lines in the District of Columbia, exceeding
requirements of the LCR (U.S. EPA 1991).
Homeowners were offered replacement of the private segment of lead service lines on their
property, at cost, at the same time that the public segments of the lead service lines were
replaced. When the public line is replaced but the private line is not, lead levels are reduced
proportionally to the length of pipe replaced but not eliminated.
Low-cost financing was arranged with a local bank for qualifying property owners who wished to
replace the private part of the lead service line on their property. The DC government later
made grants available to low-income eligible residents for this purpose.
The DCWASA offered free water testing to any customer in the distribution area who requested
it.

<Pages from CLPPP 2013 Data Report.pdf>
<2014 Lead Testing and EBLL 0-5 072015.pdf>
From: "Robinson, Mikelle (DCH)" <RobinsonM18@michigan.gov>
Date: September 24, 2015 at 12:14:09 PM MDT
To: "Lasher, Geralyn (DCH)" <lasherg@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)"
<HertelE@michigan.gov>
Cc: "Moran, Susan (DCH)" <MoranS@michigan.gov>, "Miller, Mark (DCH)" <millerm1@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Env. Health Perspectives on Washington DC. lead in Drinking Water
FYI – on the call with EPA that Wes participated in today.
From: Moran, Susan (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 7:52 AM
To: Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: Re: Env. Health Perspectives on Washington DC. lead in Drinking Water

Thanks for reviewing and qualifying. And I apologize if unnecessarily asked you to look into this, sounds
like all the bases had been covered, that's a good thing.

Sent from my iPhone
69

On Sep 24, 2015, at 7:01 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Sue,
I need to qualify my thoughts in that this issue (comparing state CLPP to Flint pediatrician data) may
have already been discussed with MDHHS epidemiologists, MDEQ and Gov office today-E
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 24, 2015, at 8:16 PM, Moran, Susan (DCH) <MoranS@michigan.gov> wrote:
I think this is the state data....
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
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From: Miller, Corinne (DCH)
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 4:57 PM
To: Priem, Wesley F. (DCH); Dykema, Linda D. (DCH); Groetsch, Kory J. (DCH)
Subject: embedded powerpoint

This link should take you to an embedded PowerPoint of a Hurley physician study on lead in the Flint
drinking water.

http://www.mlive.com/opinion/flint/index.ssf/2015/09/abandon_flint_river_for_drinki.html

Corinne
From: Miller, Corinne (DCH)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 2:49 PM
To: LyonCallo, Sarah (DCH)
Cc: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH); Priem, Wesley F. (DCH); Groetsch, Kory J. (DCH); Peeler, Nancy (DCH);
Miller, Mark (DCH); McFadden, Jevon (DCH)
Subject: Re: embedded powerpoint

State epi makes the request for an epi-aid.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 25, 2015, at 1:43 PM, LyonCallo, Sarah (DCH) <lyoncallos@michigan.gov> wrote:
Is that process like an epi-aid? where the state health officer makes the request?
Sent from my iPad
On Sep 25, 2015, at 2:21 PM, Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) <DykemaL@michigan.gov> wrote:
I just spoke with Mark Johnson with the ATSDR R5 office in Chicago. As you’re probably aware, Sen.
Kildee has contacted EPA, CDC, DEQ about lead in Flint drinking water, which is how ATSDR has become
involved. Mark suggested MDHHS request an independent CDC review of the EBL data to address the
issues raised by the Hurley study.
From: LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 6:02 PM
To: Miller, Corinne (DHHS)
Cc: Dykema, Linda D. (DHHS); Priem, Wesley F. (DHHS); Groetsch, Kory J. (DHHS); Peeler, Nancy
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(DHHS); Miller, Mark (DHHS); McFadden, Jevon (DHHS)
Subject: RE: embedded powerpoint

Whoops! Sorry Corinne!!
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From Detroit Free Press (Sep 25, 2015)

Doctor: Lead seen in more Flint kids since
water switch
State officials say their own review of blood test results have not shown the same increase that
Hanna-Attisha found. Moreover, water tests have similarly shown lead within federally accepted
levels, they say.
…
State data show that the percentage of children with elevated blood lead levels have been falling
for years. In fact in 2013, 3.6% of Flint children younger than 6 had elevated blood-lead levels,
compared with the state-wide rate of 3.9%.
…
In addition to water testing, Wurfel a said state public health officials have reexamined results of
blood-lead level testing among Flint children. In short, that data doesn't show the same upward
trend that Hanna-Attisha's found, he said.
…
Angela Minicuci, a spokeswoman for the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services,
any increase in the past year in blood-lead levels among Flint children is attributed to predicable
seasonal spikes.

http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/09/24/water-lead-in-flint/72747696/
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From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2015 10:08 PM
To: Scott, Robert L. (DCH) (ScottR9@michigan.gov)
Subject: lead in water seasonal

These results are from lead pipe loops run at the Washington Aqueduct in Triplicate….you get the idea.
The correlation with temperature in that system was something like R2 = 0.7 or so.

There are also peer reviewed papers showing that blood lead in summer peaks due to elevated water
lead.
Water lead does not have to be constant. This is well known.

Marc
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From Detroit Free Press (Sep 27, 2015)

Snyder must act on Flint lead crisis
A spokeswoman for Gov. Rick Snyder wrote in an e-mail that the Hurley data had been “spliced
and diced,” a suggestion that it’s something other than accurate — even though the state’s own
data bolsters the Hurley report.

http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/nancy-kaffer/2015/09/26/shortfalls-em-law-writlarge-flint-water-crisis/72811990/
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On Sep 27, 2015, at 2:11 PM, Lasher, Geralyn (DCH) <lasherg@michigan.gov> wrote:
We will need help responding to what the Free Press is claiming in this article.
Sue--let us know who can get us this as early Monday as possible.
State data confirms higher blood-lead levels in Flint kids
http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/nancy-kaffer/2015/09/26/state-data-flintlead/72820798/

Sent from my iPad
On Sep 27, 2015, at 5:06 PM, Moran, Susan (DCH) <MoranS@michigan.gov> wrote:
Sorry - hit send too soon.
Copying Lynda and Corrine- not sure who in Epi or CLPPP has been point person on state's data.
On Sep 27, 2015, at 5:20 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Geralyn- were the graphs shown outside of MDHHS?
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 27, 2015, at 5:26 PM, Lasher, Geralyn (DCH) <lasherg@michigan.gov> wrote:
Yes. We provided the graphs with the narrative bullet points.
On Sep 27, 2015, at 5:34 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Thanks--DFP is looking at tests positive/number of tests done-- not sure that this is a reliable measure
used by our program. Await input from Nancy or Linda.
On Sep 27, 2015, at 5:39 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Given not sure what % children tested, etc.
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From: "Minicuci, Angela (DCH)" <MinicuciA@michigan.gov>
Date: September 27, 2015 at 9:29:49 PM EDT
To: "Wells, Eden (DCH)" <WellsE3@michigan.gov>
Cc: "Lasher, Geralyn (DCH)" <lasherg@michigan.gov>, "Moran, Susan (DCH)" <MoranS@michigan.gov>,
"Peeler, Nancy (DCH)" <PeelerN@michigan.gov>, "Robinson, Mikelle (DCH)"
<RobinsonM18@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH)" <HertelE@michigan.gov>, "Eisner, Jennifer
(DCH)" <EisnerJ@michigan.gov>
Subject: Re: State data confirms higher blood-lead levels in Flint kids
I've asked our lead epidemiologist to look at the data closer than what was in the charts to get a handle
on this. The epi is Cristin Larder.
From: Peeler, Nancy (DCH)
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 7:54 AM
To: McKane, Patricia (DCH)
Cc: Fink, Brenda (DCH); LyonCallo, Sarah (DCH)
Subject: Fwd: State data confirms higher blood-lead levels in Flint kids

Good morning Patti, looping you in FYI. Wanted you to be aware of this as Cristins supervisor.
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From: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) [mailto:DykemaL@michigan.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 12:45 PM
To: edwardsm@vt.edu
Subject: Flint Drinking Water Study
Importance: High

Dr. Edwards,
I am the Director of the Division of Environmental Health with the Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services. I’m writing to request information regarding your study protocol and findings for
testing for lead in drinking water in the city of Flint. I’ve been trying to obtain this information from the
study web site, but unfortunately the it’s not available, perhaps due to the high volume of traffic on the
site.
If you can provide this information at your earliest convenience, I’d be very appreciative. As you can
imagine, there is intense interest here in your study results. Thanks

Linda D. Dykema, Ph.D.
Environmental Public Health Director
Division of Environmental Health
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
517.335.8566
dykemal@michigan.gov
--From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 12:52 PM
To: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH)
Subject: RE: Flint Drinking Water Study

Hi Linda, The sampling protocol is posted on the website. We also posted a video that instructs people
on how to sample on the website.
Will send you some of the recent data ASAP…we have not posted it yet. Ask if you have any questions!
Best Regards,
Marc
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-From: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) [mailto:DykemaL@michigan.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 1:10 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: Flint Drinking Water Study

Thanks Marc, but your web site is down and I’ve been assigned by my director to get an understanding
of your study ASAP. Could you please send the protocol to me? I can view the video later. I’d also like to
understand how you chose the areas and/or homes to sample. Thanks
Linda
-From: Marc Edwards [mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu]
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 1:26 PM
To: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH)
Subject: RE: Flint Drinking Water Study

The web site is working fine for us, so please try again.
Use this link.
http://flintwaterstudy.org/information-for-flint-residents/video-water-sampling-kits-for-lead/
For the protocol and instructions. I emailed you the results.
The citizens selected the sampling sites to obtain geographical diversity across the city. It was part
volunteer in the first part, and then they went door to door to get some representative samples from all
zip codes and wards.
They also developed and implemented a protocol to tamper protect the kits from start to finish. LeeAnne Walters is cc’d above and she could give you the information on the specifics. The goal was to get
good geographical representation.
There is also a FAQ page on our website, that explains this and many other questions.
Best Regards,
Marc
--
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From: Dykema, Linda D. (DCH) [mailto:DykemaL@michigan.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 1:37 PM
To: Marc Edwards
Subject: RE: Flint Drinking Water Study

Thanks. This link as well as the one I had previously saved are now working again for me.
--
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From: Valacak, Mark [mailto:MVALACAK@gchd.us]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 9:23 AM
To: Miller, Mark (DCH) ; Travis, Rashmi (DCH)
Subject: RE: State lead testing results???
Any results yet? If not can you give me a timeline when you will have results?
Mark Valacak, MPH, Health Officer
From: Miller, Mark (DHHS)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 9:44 AM
To: Valacak, Mark
Cc: Dykema, Linda D. (DHHS); LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS); Travis, Rashmi (DHHS)
Subject: FW: State lead testing results???

Mark, I have a call with Epi staff today at 4 PM. So I’ll get an update at that time. I’ve also cc:ed Linda
Dykema and Sara Lyon-Callo, who might be able to respond sooner with a timeline.
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From Detroit Free Press (Sep 29, 2015)

State data confirms higher blood-lead levels
in Flint kids
Data that the State of Michigan released last week to refute a hospital researcher's claim
that an increasing number of Flint children have been lead-poisoned since the city
switched its water supply actually supports the hospital's findings, a Free Press analysis
has shown.
Worse, prior to the water supply change, the number of lead-poisoned kids in Flint, and
across the state, had been dropping; the reversal of that trend should prompt state public
health officials to examine a brewing public health crisis.
…
The new blood-lead level report documents the most serious health hazard posed since the
switch.

http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/nancy-kaffer/2015/09/26/state-data-flintlead/72820798/
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From: Scott, Allison (GOV)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 10:45 AM
To: Muchmore, Dennis (GOV); Clement, Elizabeth (GOV); Agen, Jarrod (GOV); Wyant, Dan (DEQ); Lyon,
Nick (DCH); Mcbride, Bill (GOV)
Cc: Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ); Grijalva, Nancy (DCH); Wisniewski, Wendy (GOV)
Subject: FLINT WATER - MEETING TODAY
Importance: High

You will be receiving a meeting notice from Beth Emmitt for a meeting with the Governor this
afternoon. Listed below are areas that we should provide him an update on engagement; if not yet
engaged, then we need to engage asap.

1. Emergency management – similar to disasters, is there some form of action we can engage
for this situation to help manage
2. Chief Medical officer – should be speaking with Hurley
3. WIC – re water and formula – status update
4. Drain commissioner – how do we expedite KWA

Looking at a 1 pm meeting – let me know if you have questions on the above
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From: Mona Hanna-Attisha [mailto:MHanna1@hurleymc.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 12:25 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: Prelim GIS results6

Dr Wells, thanks for the phone call. I appreciate your reaching out. Below is our most recent analysis
looking more specifically at the City of Flint and focusing on wards/neighborhoods via GIS analysis. This
is very preliminary, but even more frightening. Our next steps include overlaying this with the locations
of lead service lines.
I would appreciate your efforts to expedite our data request for the raw data so that we can run similar
analysis with your larger sample size. Thanks again, and let me know if I can be of any assistance. Mona

Updated Findings:
Using GIS (Geographic Information System) map technology, we have further analyzed our blood lead
level data. Our initial analysis examined children living in Flint zip codes, 48501-48507; however, this
included households receiving non-Flint water. Our refined GIS-based analysis now includes only those
households who receive water from the City of Flint.
The results reveal an even greater increase in the percentage of children with elevated blood lead levels
(EBL). Pre-switch, the proportion of children with EBL was 2.4%, and post-switch the proportion was
4.9% (p=0.019). This is compared with our initial zip code-based analysis that showed pre-switch 2.1%
and post-switch 4.0% (p=0.025). Once again, the change in non-Flint EBL% was not statistically
significant.
Preliminary GIS analysis has identified certain areas within the city limits that experienced the greatest
rate of EBL% increase. Specifically, we found the greatest increases in wards 5 and 6 (particularly in
neighborhoods near Dupont St between University Ave and Pasadena Ave); the EBL% more than tripled
in these wards. In ward 5, the EBL % increased from 4.9% to 15.7% (p=0.038). The area of intersection
between wards 3, 4, and 5 (in the east side of the city) also appeared high. Lastly, ward 7 had high pre
and post-levels EBL% above 5% (specifically in the western portion of the ward).
Of note, our results continue to correlate with the high water lead levels from the Virginia Tech samples.
Most notably, the high percentage of EBL% in wards 5, 6, and 7 also correspond with the high water lead
levels in wards 5, 6, and 7.

Mona Hanna-Attisha MD MPH FAAP
Program Director Pediatric Residency
Hurley Children’s Hospital at Hurley Medical Center
Michigan State University College of Human Medicine
Department of Pediatrics and Human Development
Mhanna1@hurleymc.com
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On Sep 29, 2015, at 2:59 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:

Hi Mona,
Quick question-We hope to get prelim data analysis results starting this afternoon-confirmed likely in next day
or so----not sure when you may be going public with the GIS but do you think will be before
then? Or are you doing the overlay now? Hoping for coordination of "apples"--I have followedup on your data request.

From: Mona Hanna-Attisha <MHanna1@hurleymc.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 5:35 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: Re: Prelim GIS results
Thanks Eden.
Looking forward to seeing your analysis.
Our intent has never been to go public with anything. However, when we noticed our findings and the
glaring correlation to elevated water lead levels in the same locations and learned that corrosion control
was never added to the water treatment, we ethically could not stay silent. In addition, your annual
EBL% supports our findings - annual decrease (as seen nationally) and then an increase post-water
switch. We also knew that releasing our data would only incite a data war; however, the more we dig,
the more alarming the results. (Do you know GM stopped using flint river water because it was too
corrosive on their parts??? That should have alerted us to its effect on lead pipes.)
So as of now, no plans to release anything to public, although we did share some of the high risk
location info to identify priority response areas (bottled water, filters, etc).
Lastly, the state lead screening programs underestimate risk from lead in water. Infants on formula are
most at risk yet we screen when they are developmentally likely to be exposed from lead from house
hold sources (paint, dust, soil, etc). Lead levels could have peaked at 4 months and dropped by 12
months.
Finally, we do hope we can receive our data request soon so we can do the exact same analysis.
Thanks and sorry for the long email. Mona
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Mona Hanna-Attisha MD MPH FAAP
Director, Pediatric Residency Program
Hurley Children's Hospital
Michigan State University

From: Wells, Eden (DCH) [WellsE3@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 5:58 PM
To: Mona Hanna-Attisha
Subject: Re: Prelim GIS results

Good evening, Mona,
I am looking forward to our results as well.
I certainly understand your role and the need to address the problem you identified; as
physicians, our ethical and professional vows to care for and prevent harm to our patients is
paramount. No need for data wars- I think we are all just trying to be sure, as you and I said
earlier, that we are are comparing the same data the same way- "apples to apples".
Your point about water versus household sources is important, because that is certainly one of
the issues here--how to identify what potential sources of lead are responsible for EBLs in
children, particularly in the CLPP database. Household (paint) is the most common culprit--(this one contributes most to the seasonality), and need to get the best analysis of the data that
can look at the association to potential water sources. More to follow!
I will follow-up in AM with our IRB folks and be sure they know that we have a wish to expedite-not sure how long the process is but will get an estimate.
Eden

Eden V. Wells, MD, MPH, FACPM
Chief Medical Executive
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
201 Townsend Street, 5th Floor CVB
Lansing, MI 48913
Phone: 517-335-8011
wellse3@michigan.gov
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On Sep 29, 2015, at 6:50 PM, Mona Hanna-Attisha <MHanna1@hurleymc.com> wrote:
FYI in regards to seasonality, summer is also the peak for lead in water. Lots of literature regarding this, see
attached article - most notably fig 3 which predicts the percentage of EBL in summer due to lead in water.
Mona Hanna-Attisha MD MPH
Director, Pediatric Residency Program
Hurley Children's Hospital at Hurley Medical Center
Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatrics and Human Development
Michigan State University College of Human Medicine
Office: 810-262-7257
mhanna1@hurleymc.com

<season water lead article.pdf>

On Sep 29, 2015, at 7:41 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Thank you- and yes-was discussing this earlier, as regardless, it may be difficult to quantify the
contribution of potential sources of lead in the environment to aggregate EBL cases---old houses in old cities with paint and soil contaminations also have old lead service lines...
Will be interested to see if our data shows the pre and post findings as yours, as temporality important.
Eden
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 29, 2015, at 7:43 PM, Mona Hanna-Attisha <MHanna1@hurleymc.com> wrote:
Yes I agree. That is why we chose the same pre and post time periods to control for the natural seasonal
variations.
Mona Hanna-Attisha MD MPH FAAP
Director, Pediatric Residency Program
Hurley Children's Hospital
Michigan State University
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On Sep 29, 2015, at 12:58 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:

Dr. Hanna-Attashi sent me some prelim GIS findings they have---says they look "even more
scary". Want so see them---I am hesitant to send to other as they need to work on current
issues.

I talked to Dr. Hanna-Attashi as well as Dr. Reynolds, lettingthem know I appreciate thir work on
behalf of their patients and that we can work together to address this ph issue

E
From: Miller, Corinne (DCH)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 1:00 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DCH)
Subject: Re: Hurley GIS results

Good!
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sandlin, Mary [mailto:MSANDLIN@gchd.us]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 11:55 AM
Subject: Public Health Advisory
Importance: High

Mary E. Sandlin
Clerical Coordinator
Genesee County Health Department
630 S. Saginaw Street, Suite 4
Flint, MI 48502-1540
(810) 257-3812 FAX: (810) 257-3147
msandlin@gchd.us

From: Minicuci, Angela (DCH)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 11:59 AM
To: Lasher, Geralyn (DCH) <lasherg@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Public Health Advisory
Importance: High
Last paragraph, last page.
Angela
From: Lasher, Geralyn (DCH)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 12:06 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DCH); Miller, Corinne (DCH); Moran, Susan (DCH); Robinson, Mikelle (DCH); Dykema,
Linda D. (DCH); LyonCallo, Sarah (DCH); Hertel, Elizabeth (DCH); Peeler, Nancy (DCH); Travis, Rashmi
(DCH); Miller, Mark (DCH)
Cc: Minicuci, Angela (DCH); Eisner, Jennifer (DCH); Grijalva, Nancy (DCH)
Subject: FW: Public Health Advisory
Importance: High

And Genesee County and the Genesee County Health Department, have just issued the attached
public health advisory and on the final paragraph it says:
Recent data provided by Hurley Hospital researchers has indicated that a significant increase in blood lead levels
has occurred in children since the switch to Flint River water. The county Health Officer has requested that the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) provide to the County specific data to support its
claim that state data is more comprehensive and does not show a significant increase. To date, the MDHHS has
failed to confirm the geographic area included in their findings. We want to assure the state data is specific to the
boundaries of the City of Flint, and not Flint addresses which would include addresses in areas outside of the City
of Flint. These areas,such as Flint Township,that obtain their water from the Detroit Water Authority and
would,therefore,not be representative of Flint River water as the water source. The County is prepared to take
further action if the State fails to provide the requested data by September 30, 2015. Further action could include
a request for outside independent evaluation of the data and to declare a Public Health Emergency in Flint.
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I understand that we are still reviewing the data—but the county has basically issued a ransom
date that they want this information by tomorrow.
Eden—please coordinate an answer so Nick can walk into the 1:00 p.m. meeting prepared on
this.
From: Peeler, Nancy (DHHS)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 4:39 PM
To: Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS); Wells, Eden (DHHS); Miller, Corinne (DHHS); Moran, Susan (DHHS);
Robinson, Mikelle (DHHS); Dykema, Linda D. (DHHS); LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS); Hertel, Elizabeth
(DHHS); Travis, Rashmi (DHHS); Miller, Mark (DHHS)
Cc: Minicuci, Angela (DHHS); Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS); Grijalva, Nancy (DHHS)
Subject: RE: Public Health Advisory

Curious whether they issued the same thing to Hurley, as their analysis sample (based on zip
codes 48501-48507) also appears to extend beyond the city geographic boundaries, into
Townships that are on Detroit water?
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From: Scott, Allison (GOV)
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 10:45 AM
To: Muchmore, Dennis (GOV); Clement, Elizabeth (GOV); Agen, Jarrod (GOV); Wyant, Dan (DEQ); Lyon,
Nick (DCH); Mcbride, Bill (GOV)
Cc: Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ); Grijalva, Nancy (DCH); Wisniewski, Wendy (GOV)
Subject: FLINT WATER - MEETING TODAY
Importance: High

You will be receiving a meeting notice from Beth Emmitt for a meeting with the Governor this
afternoon. Listed below are areas that we should provide him an update on engagement; if not yet
engaged, then we need to engage asap.

1. Emergency management – similar to disasters, is there some form of action we can engage
for this situation to help manage
2. Chief Medical officer – should be speaking with Hurley
3. WIC – re water and formula – status update
4. Drain commissioner – how do we expedite KWA

Looking at a 1 pm meeting – let me know if you have questions on the above
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> On Sep 30, 2015, at 7:26 PM, Wells, Eden (DCH) <WellsE3@michigan.gov>
wrote:
>
> Nancy another question I think as we do our talking points how would you
best like to address the issue of the 04 ZIP Code I think perhaps if we make
a note that this ZIP Code is only partially said by the Flint River this
does not negate the fact that children should be sure in this area to
decrease their wrist for all sources of lead if questioned further then I
would perhaps bring up that well I don't know what I would do, thoughts
welcome. Sorry I am dictating
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: MDHHS-IRB <MDHHS-IRB@michigan.gov>
Date: October 1, 2015 at 5:48:37 PM EDT
To: "Scott, Robert L. (DHHS)" <ScottR9@michigan.gov>
Cc: "Travis, Rashmi (DHHS)" <TravisR@michigan.gov>, "mhanna1@hurleymc.com"
<mhanna1@hurleymc.com>
Subject: MDHHS IRB Approval - 201509-11-EA
Please see the attached determination notice indicating MDHHS IRB approval of your research project
for a period of 1 year. A hard copy of this notice will be provided to the Responsible MDHHS Employee.
This IRB approval is for the study protocol, IRB application, and the most recent version of study
documents in the form submitted to the IRB. Please see the comment section of the determination
notice for specific requirements or additional details (if any) related to this approval. Any changes to the
protocol or approved study documents must be reviewed and approved by the MDHHS IRB prior to
implementation unless those changes are necessary to eliminate apparent immediate hazards to study
subjects.
Any severe adverse events or unexpected problems involving risks to research subjects must be
reported to the MDHHS IRB as soon as possible (usually within 48 hours of discovery).
Prior to the time this IRB approval expires, a report on the status of this research should be submitted to
the MDHHS IRB to facilitate continued MDHHS IRB approval, or study closure.
Don’t hesitate to contact the MDHHS IRB with any questions or concerns.
Ian A. Horste, MPH
Institutional Review Board Administrator/Chair
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
517-241-0806
www.michigan.gov/irb
This message, including any attachments is intended solely for the use of the named recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and/or privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution of any
confidential and/or privileged information contained in this e-mail is expressly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy any and all copies of the original message.
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From: Mona Hanna-Attisha [mailto:MHanna1@hurleymc.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 6:25 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Subject: Fwd: MDHHS IRB Approval - 201509-11-EA

Thanks for helping expedite the IRB approval. I just got the below email. Now I look forward to receiving
the data. I have contacted Bob on how to go about doing that. Greatly appreciated.
Any news on your analysis yet?
Mona Hanna-Attisha MD MPH FAAP
Director, Pediatric Residency Program
Hurley Children's Hospital
Michigan State University

111

From: Scott, Robert L. (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 6:52 PM
To: Peeler, Nancy (DHHS)
Subject: table and map

Robert L. Scott
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
(517) 335-8178
fax (517) 335-8509
From: Peeler, Nancy (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 7:03 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Cc: Travis, Rashmi (DHHS); Fink, Brenda (DHHS)
Subject: FW: table and map
Importance: High

Good evening –
Here is the surveillance data you requested about lead testing for the past year, and for the 5-year
period.
We have included a table that includes highest level for each child, broken out by Confirmed Venous
tests and Not Confirmed Capillary samples. The capillary samples represent an opportunity for
improvement by the primary care providers, in that there was never a confirmatory test completed for
any of these children.
We have also included a map (5 year data only included for the map) in case it would be of use, that
gives a visual representation of the distribution, by zip code. We typically use the ‘dots’ to mask lower
number and exact locations. Use as is helpful, or not.
Please let us know if you have questions, or need edits made. I will monitor email tonight, and connect
with Bob to make any necessary changes. He is scheduled to be off tomorrow, but offered to come in if
needed to make changes by your 9am deadline, and to put the data file together for Hurley.
Nancy
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From: Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 11:52 AM
To: Miller, Corinne (DHHS); Robinson, Mikelle (DHHS)
Cc: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Subject: Talking Points

Corinne and Mikelle:
Attached please find the most recent Flint talking points which include edits from Dr. Wells. A 12:30
meeting with the gov’s comms team was just called, so we need to have them finalized and ready to
share asap.
Can you please send me the bullet points explaining the data – or what is ready of them – by noon?
Thank you,

Jennifer (Smith) Eisner
Public Information Officer
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
From: Robinson, Mikelle (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 11:57 AM
To: Travis, Rashmi (DHHS)
Cc: Miller, Mark (DHHS)
Subject: FW: Talking Points
Importance: High

Rashmi,
Does Nancy P have bullet points explaining the data or is that something from Corinne’s shop?
517-241-2112
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Surprisingly: Page 118-119 primarily focus on lead paint and lead in soil as
pathways of exposure to children
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On Oct 1, 2015, at 7:41 PM, Wells, Eden (DHHS) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:

My input below:
From: Lyon, Nick (DHHS)
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 6:56 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Cc: Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS); Hertel, Elizabeth (DHHS); Becker, Timothy (DHHS); Grijalva, Nancy (DHHS);
Moran, Susan (DHHS); Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS); Minicuci, Angela (DHHS)
Subject: Re: talking points
I like it. Does Eden have what she needs? YES
I do have a couple of questions.
Can we say publicly that there is no lead when the water leaves the treatment site? THAT SEEMS TO BE
A DEQ QUESTION FOR ME
Is our lead program going to modify our lead home investigations or abatement strategy WE CAN AND
AKREADY HAVE DISCUSSED DOING SO; E.G>: IF WE CONDUCT AN EBL INVESTIGATION NOW< THE HOME
ABATEMENT GROUP WILL ALSO TEST THE WATER 990% OF IMTE LEAD PAINTIS MANOR ISSUE--RIGHT
NOW IN FLINT WATER NOW MAY HAVE A ROLE)
Can I give summary info for the zip codes or city as a whole? FOR OTHERS TO INOUT AS WELL, BUT
CORINNE SAID IT WAS OK IF I REPORTED DATA (HIGH LEVELS OVER 5, 15 AND $%) BY IO AS WELL.
There is a big bump in 14 and then it drops again in the fall? Are we sharing the chart and if so does that
give us some rationale to say it looked seasonal, even in the high impacted zip codes? YES- SEASONALITY
RATIONALE HAS TO DO WITH CHIDREN BEING OUTIDE< OLD HOMES WITH LEAD PAINT WINDOWS
BEING OPENED, INCREASED DUST WITH LEAD IN IT BLOWING AROUND< ETC> THERE IS SEASONAL
VARIATION IN WATER LEAD AS WELL DUE TO pH AND TEMPERATURE FLUCTUATIONS, AMONG OTHER
FACTORS.
I'd like to express my appreciation to the Hurley doctors for bringing this issue to our attention. Is that
ok? I PLAN ON IT TOO!!! YES YES YES IS MY VOTE!!!!
Can I confidently say that we were not aware before last week. I WAS AWARE ONLY OF VT AND DEQ
MEDIA; UNTIL THURSDAY LAST WEEK.
Somewhere in my talking points I want to say that the department goal or my goal is to prevent or
minimize lead exposure in children regardless of source. I think that fits in nicely before the lead part in
my points. I AGREE AND THAT IS MY MAJOR COMMUNICATION OBJECTIVE AS WELL.
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I was told we really don't do surveillance per se, but instead treat children as we become aware. Should
we modify our point that? WE DO DO BLOOD LEAD TESTING IN HIGH RISK CHILDREN---THIS IS A FORM
OF PH SURVEILLANCE----WE GET ALLL RESULTS (ALL NUMBERS TESTED, and ALL POSITIVES OVER 5
micgrograms/dL) AND LEVELS OVER 5 ARE IN THE DATA SYSTEM FOR
MONITORING/FOLLOW_UP/SURVEILLANCE PURPOSES
Do you have a document that describes the lead program I can use if asked that contains general info
like:
How long does a child need to have a blood level of .05 before it compromises a child's health or future?
How about above .14? LEVELS OF 5 FOR ANY TIME ARE NOT CONSIDERED SAFE DUE TO AFFECTS OF
LEAD ON NERVOUS SYSTEM---IF THEY TEST OVER 5, THE FAMILY MUST BE COUNSELED AND/OR OTHER
REMEDIATION MUST BE DONE DEPENDING UPON LEVEL> WE WOULD NOT WANT TO SEE LELVES
PERSIST OR INCREASE....IN FACT, FOR THOS CHILDREN IN THE RANGE OF 5-14 THE LEAD
PROGRAM/DOCTOR ENSURE CHILD TESTED 1-3 MONTHS LATER TO ENSURE DRIOPPING BELOW 5...
What does blood test measure? (Parts per million). MICROGRAM/DECILITER; μg/dL
Anything else that I might be asked that I should know if Eden isn't standing next to me. ????? FUNDS
FOR INCREASED TESTING OR ABATEMENT?
Tim - Did you see the exact filter? Is it easy to install? Are we audit meets federal standards?
That's all for the moment.
Thanks,
Nick
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From: Murray, David (GOV)
Sent: Friday, October 2, 2015 10:18 AM
To: Wurfel, Sara (GOV); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Agen, Jarrod (GOV); Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS); Minicuci,
Angela (DHHS); Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS); Tommasulo, Karen (DEQ); Kennedy, Jordan (GOV)
Subject: MLive guest column with DHHS edits

This is the new version with DHHS edits. Thank you, everyone, for your help.

By Nick Lyon and Dan Wyant

People in Flint – and all of Michigan – need to know that that then they turn on the faucet, the
water they drink and bathe their children with, is safe and clean.

Flint residents have been hearing concerning news about the municipal water supply for more
than a year. We’re working to help Flint leaders address and fix short- and long-term problems
with the city’s water infrastructure.

A recent announcement by local doctors that blood lead levels are rising in children residing in
Flint’s most at-risk ZIP codes added to the state’s knowledge and sparked some additional
precautionary measures.

The state takes lead seriously. Although continued analysis is being conducted, the MDHHS
analysis is consistent with the local finding.

State agencies also are working in collaboration with the federal and Flint leaders to get
residents accurate information to ease their fears.

Gov. Rick Snyder directed the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality and the
Department of Health and Human Services to work with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to create a comprehensive action plan to build our knowledge about lead in Flint, better
protect the community and restore public confidence in the regulatory framework.
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We’re testing the water in all of our schools so we know that our children are safe.

We’re testing residences at no charge and expanding health exposure testing so families can be
confident about the water coming into their homes.

We’re providing faucet filters to Flint homes. The state is investing $1 million on this effort,
building on the generosity and support of community groups and donors.
We’re accelerating corrosion controls in the Flint drinking water system.

We’re increasing the pace of water system improvements to address replacing lead service
lines.

We’re expediting the completion of the Karegnondi Water Authority pipeline.

We’re expanding the Safe Drinking Water Technical Advisory Committee to ensure the best
technology, practices and science are being followed by adding an expert from the U.S. EPA’s
Office of Research and Development.

The DHHS’s chief medical executive, Dr. Eden Wells, has been designated Flint’s drinking
water public health adviser.

We’re also boosting a comprehensive lead education program to make sure residents have
detailed information about how to protect themselves and their homes.

That’s key, because the lead in question does not come from the Flint River. The water leaving
the drinking water plant is clean and safe. The water traveling through the distribution system
also is free of lead.
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The lead issues happen when the water reaches homes that have lead service lines or lead
plumbing. This is important to know for two reasons: Contamination happens at the homeowner
level, it is very difficult to track precisely.

And, the longer water sits in lead pipes, the more lead it takes on, so homes on the same block
might have very different results from lead testing, based on what kind of plumbing they have
and how homeowners use their water.

All of the measures in the action plan build on efforts that have been underway for the last year.
State agencies have been working with the city on a variety of issues and approaches to correct
Flint’s water infrastructure challenges.

That’s because the health and safety of Flint residents – and people across our state – is our
first priority.

More information about the action plan and lead is available at Michigan.gov/FlintDrinkingWater.
People interested in getting their homes tested for free should call (810) 787-653, then press 1.

Nick Lyon is the director of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and Dan
Wyant is the director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.

Dave Murray
Deputy Press Secretary │ Executive Office of Governor Rick Snyder
MurrayD1@michigan.gov
517-335-6397, office
517-449-8343, mobile
Twitter:@michigandmurray
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From: Eisner, Jennifer (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2015 10:20 AM
To: Grijalva, Nancy (DHHS)
Cc: Lyon, Nick (DHHS); Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS); Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Subject: Nick's Talking Points

Nancy -- Please have Nick use these!

With the evolving filter situation, the talking points have been updated. Please note that in
Nick's talking points, State Disability Assistance (SDA) has been added to the list of
programs that will be eligible for filters.
The general talking points have been updated as well.
Thank you,
Jennifer
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From: "Wurfel, Sara (GOV)" <Wurfels@michigan.gov>
To: "Wyant, Dan (DEQ)" <WyantD@michigan.gov>, "Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)" <WurfelB@michigan.gov>,
"Tommasulo, Karen (DEQ)" <TommasuloK@michigan.gov>, "Pallone, Maggie (DEQ)"
<PalloneM@michigan.gov>, "Lyon, Nick (DHHS)" <LyonN2@michigan.gov>, "Lasher, Geralyn (DHHS)"
<lasherg@michigan.gov>, "Minicuci, Angela (DHHS)" <MinicuciA@michigan.gov>, "Eisner, Jennifer
(DHHS)" <EisnerJ@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth (DHHS)" <HertelE@michigan.gov>
Cc: "Murray, David (GOV)" <MurrayD1@michigan.gov>, "Kennedy, Jordan (GOV)"
<KennedyJ4@michigan.gov>, "Brown, Jessica (GOV)" <BrownJ53@michigan.gov>, "Thelen, Mary Beth
(DEQ)" <THELENM2@michigan.gov>
Subject: Media conference call re: Flint water action plan
Hi all –
Per conversations today, here are the details for Friday’s embargoed media conference call.
Given some of the changing information, we added in a quick pre-brief with the Governor from 11 to
11:10 a.m. to give us a chance to go over any last details and finalize flow. This will be followed by the
actual media conf. call from 11:15 to 11:40 a.m. Know that folks will be needing to head to Flint
immediately afterward.
Sounds like we’ll have Dan, Nick and Dr. Wells in person. That’s great and will work best when most
everyone is in the same room. The location is Romney Building, 1st floor communications conference
room. The governor will be joining us from phone.
We’ll need to be fairly quick in overview and framing comments so we can get to as many Qs as
possible.
Please let me know if anyone has any Qs, concerns or needs anything else at all. Or if you’d like a listen
only line for anyone back in the depts. to catch the call.
Otherwise, see you in the Romney by 11 a.m. tomorrow.
Thanks so much!
SW
p.s. Also attached key documents as stand right now – release, 2 infographics and the high level points.

Agenda:
11:15-11:16 AM
SW intro; sets parameters; introduces other participants; turns over to Governor
for opening remarks
11:16-11:20 AM
Governor gives opening remarks; highlights reason for state action; introduces
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Director Wyant
11:20-11:24 AM
Director Wyant remarks; highlights key steps in the action plan; introduces
Director Lyon
11:24-11:27 AM
Director Lyon remarks; highlights key health components of the plan and mentions
Dr. Wells; turns back to Governor
11:27-11:37 AM
Governor opens it up for Q&A
11:37-11:39 AM
Governor closing remarks
11:39-11:40 AM
SW wraps up call; reminds reporters of embargo, 1:30 p.m. press conference, and
how to get a hold of everyone
Possible Topics:
Flint water action plan
Lead in Flint water
Handling of Flint water issue
Genesee Co. health emergency action
ACLU action
Hurley data
Reconnecting Flint to Detroit water

Media invited:
Flint area media (print, TV and radio) – Flint Journal/Ron Fonger; WJRT TV 12, WNEM TV 5, WEYI TV 25,
WFNT Radio
Associated Press – Ed White
Detroit News – Jim Lynch
Detroit Free Press – Nancy Kaffer, Kristi Tanner & Kathy Gray
Michigan Radio – Steve Carmody
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On Oct 2, 2015, at 6:38 PM, LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS) <lyoncallos@michigan.gov> wrote:
It would be great if Bob or Nancy could be contacted because I cannot find the answer to Mona’s
question about rounding in any materials on CDC or MDHHS CLPP materials…. Specifically Mona wants
to know how a lab test with decimal values is rounded in the data base.
Do we round up?
Do we round down?
Do we use the rounding rule?
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I am assuming we are following a cdc protocol on rounding rules, but can’t find any mention of rounding
in the data specs I have been able to find thus far…..
On Oct 2, 2015, at 6:56 PM, Wells, Eden (DHHS) <WellsE3@michigan.gov> wrote:
Ugh
Sent from my iPhone
From: Travis, Rashmi (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2015 7:05 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Cc: LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS); Miller, Corinne (DHHS)
Subject: Re: anyone have nancy P or Bob S cell phone numbers?
I emailed Bob and Nancy. Nancy may check her email over weekend. Is there an urgent need to contact
on the weekend?
Sent from my iPhone
On Oct 2, 2015, at 7:06 PM, LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS) <lyoncallos@michigan.gov> wrote:
Bob has already responded and Mona has come back with more questions. Someone needs to be
responsive over the weekend or to say when we would be able to answer, I think – as Mona’s group
works with the data, there will be more questions.
From: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2015 7:11 PM
To: LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS)
Cc: Travis, Rashmi (DHHS); Miller, Corinne (DHHS)
Subject: Re: anyone have nancy P or Bob S cell phone numbers?
I sent an email that is portraying a real concern--- Sarah would having tenths have helped the sensitivity
of our data??????

Sent from my iPhone
From: LyonCallo, Sarah (DHHS)
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2015 7:18 PM
To: Wells, Eden (DHHS)
Cc: Travis, Rashmi (DHHS); Miller, Corinne (DHHS)
Subject: RE: anyone have nancy P or Bob S cell phone numbers?

My understanding is this is CDC protocol for handling the clinical data to get it into surveillance format.
What Bob sends is the same data that goes to local health and to CDC (used to be STELLAR) – it is the
raw surveillance data. I don’t know the protocols for how the clinical tests come in through the
warehouse –this is really a Bob question.
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From Michigan Radio (Oct 2, 2015):

Here is the state's action plan for dealing
with Flint's water crisis
Researchers found elevated lead levels in Flint's drinking water, and pediatricians found that the
water was likely poisoning some kids in the city. Today, the state revealed that it too had tested
kids and their findings seem to be consistent.
Dr. Eden Wells, the state's chief medical executive, said that before the city switched to Flint
River water, kids' lead levels in two "high risk" zip codes were 2.7 times higher than the rest of
Genesee County. Now they're 3.2 times higher - a statistically significant difference.
Here is the state's action plan for dealing with Flint's drinking water problem:


Immediately test Flint Public Schools to ensure drinking water is safe.



Work with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and local public health
agencies to expand lead exposure testing of individuals beyond what's already been done.



With the support of Flint and the state, offer free water testing to Flint residents who have
concerns and those on public assistance.



Expand health exposure testing of individual homes.



Accelerate corrosion controls in the Flint drinking water system.



Expedite the completion of the Karegnondi Water Authority.



Expand a "Safe Drinking Water Technical Advisory Committee" to make sure best practices are
being used.



Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical executive for the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, is named "Flint drinking water public health adviser."



Boosting a comprehensive lead education program to give residents information about
pathways for lead exposure.

…
http://michiganradio.org/post/here-states-action-plan-dealing-flints-water-crisis#stream/0
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From Detroit Free Press (Oct 2, 2015):

State to tackle unsafe water in Flint with
tests, filters
"This is an important issue and I want to make sure that people are working well together
to address this," Gov. Rick Snyder said in a briefing with reporters shortly before the
news conference. "We all have a concern about Flint's drinking water in terms in what
we're seeing on lead."
…
State officials acknowledged Friday that it was Hanna-Attisha's work that had them
second-guessing their first reading of data. When they focused in on certain ZIP codes,
the worrisome lead level increases became clearer, Wells said.
"There's no doubt that new testing data is justifying these actions," Wyant told the Free
Press after the news conference.

http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/10/02/state-officials-outline-plan-flintwater/73200250/
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From Michigan Radio (Dec 16, 2015):

After ignoring and trying to discredit people
in Flint, the state was forced to face the
problem
…

Lee Anne Walters listened to all of these things about this hypothetical child. And she shed a few
tears for a very real kid. Her four year old son, Gavin.
“The state nurse told me, oh, I understand your son has lead poisoning, but it’s not as bad as it
could be, he’s only going to lose a few IQ points,” she remembers. “No, that’s my child. How
would you feel if someone told you that about your child? How is that fair to him?”
It took a couple weeks, but eventually, officials in Lansing held their own press conference.
…
http://michiganradio.org/post/after-ignoring-and-trying-discredit-people-flint-state-was-forced-faceproblem#stream/0
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From Detroit Free Press (Dec 17 2015):

When did state know kids in Flint were lead
poisoned?
Officials at the state department of health say they didn't know what was happening until a Flint
pediatrician released her own analysis in September -- even though data previously collected by
the state showed the same trend, a reversal in a decades-long decline in the percentage of kids
with lead in their blood.
And the health department has been stalling a Virginia Tech University researcher who has been
trying to get public records that could show who knew what, and when.
…
Virginia Tech's Marc Edwards, a MacArthur genius grant recipient who has tested water samples
from hundreds of Flint homes, submitted a request under the state's Freedom of Information Act
for documents related to elevated blood-lead levels in Flint kids to the state health department in
early November. The department notified him later that month that the documents he'd requested
were ready. He paid the state's tab, and waited. He's still waiting.
A health department lawyer wrote in an e-mail to Edwards that a "litigation hold" placed by state
Attorney General Bill Schuette's office, because of a lawsuit filed by Flint residents alleging the
state acted improperly when it switched to river water, meant she couldn't release the documents.
But Schuette's office told a Free Press reporter that there was no "litigation hold" (a term Free
Press lawyer Herschel Fink, who has decades of experience litigating the rules surrounding
public documents, said he'd never heard).
When Edwards informed the lawyer that the AG's office hadn't supported the notion of a
litigation hold, the health department lawyer said she needed to review the documents to see if
any were subject to attorney-client privilege. Again, Fink looked askance at this explanation:
Public documents don't become private by simply virtue of being associated with a lawsuit.
…
Health department spokeswoman Jennifer Eisner wrote in an e-mail: "We work closely with our
45 local health departments across the state to provide public health services. Historically, a
request would come to MDHHS from the local health department to conduct epidemiological
analysis before our department would have stepped in. As part of our after-action report, we
continue to review how we will conduct this process in the future."
http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/nancy-kaffer/2015/12/17/flint-waterlead/77365380/
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From Flintwaterstudy.org (Dec 21, 2015):

In tears and seeking health information, she called Lansing and was patched through to the state
lead poisoning nurse “Karen.” According to Walters the nurse stated of her son’s 6.5 ug/dL
blood lead that “He is barely lead poisoned. If CDC had not changed their lead poisoning
standard from 10 down to 5, we would not be having this conversation.” Angry, Walters
protested, at which point nurse Karen stated “I am working with kids in their 40’s and 50’s. It is
just a few IQ points..it is not the end of the world.”
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