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On December 8th, 2016, Dr. Edwards emailed McElmurry, asking if he 
would publicly agree, that Flint water was “much improved” after the 
switch back to Detroit water and 14 months of relief efforts.                    
Shockingly, McElmurry wrote that he would not agree to endorse that 
statement; furthermore, he did not answer a request by Dr. Edwards 
to discuss FACHEP data that might support his reasoning.   

Of course, we now see that McElmurry’s refusal had little to do with 
either data or truth, and everything to do with politics, strategy and 
creating a counternarrative.    

THE EMAIL EXCHANGE AS DESCRIBED IN PAULI’s BOOK CHAPTER 

According to Dr. Pauli’s draft book chapter, FACHEP immediately 
began to misrepresent the substance of the written email exchange 
with Edwards. We reproduce a remarkable section of Pauli’s book in 
the bold text below, along with a our comments unpacking each gem 
of anarchist tactical writing: 

…<FACHEP> certainly did not want to oversell the <bacteria> risks and cause 
unnecessary anxiety in people who had plenty of it to deal with already. 

Our Comment: Then why did FACHEP repeatedly do so? 

As we debated the finer nuances of risk communication internally, 

Our Comment: Is that how FACHEP viewed their false public rumors about Shigella and fights 
with the relief agencies? 

Marc Edwards contacted McElmurry in early December with a request. Based on 
VT’ s latest findings, he was prepared to declare Flint water as safe as municipal 
water in other cities and wanted the FACHEP team to sign off on a statement to 
that effect. 

Our Comment: The emails unambiguously prove Dr. Edwards only asked McElmurry for a 
truthful statement that Flint water was “much improved,” in response to the baseless claims 
that Flint water was getting worse every day (probably with FACHEP’s blessing) 

McElmurry told Edwards that a sweeping statement about Flint’s water quality 
would be premature and declined to endorse the proposed statement.  Although 
Edwards was clearly already positioning his narrative about the water to 
undercut FACHEP’s work… 
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Our Comment: Edwards presented scientific data at the press conference showing Flint water 
was improving, in support of that of the relief agencies, and had no “narrative”’ beyond that 
data. As Pauli reveals in his book, it was actually FACHEP who was positioning a narrative to 
undercut Edwards. And when asked for actual scientific data point blank in an email, 
characteristically, McElmurry could not provide it. To this day we cannot find data supporting 
FACHEP’s position. 

It was plain that all of the business about bacteria, just like Smith’s warnings 
about DBPs, was starting to interfere with his <Edwards> attempts to bring the 
story of his intervention in Flint to a triumphant conclusion. 

Our Comment: What triumphant conclusion?  Edwards stated that Flint water was improving 
as expected, and he reminded residents to keep using filters/bottled water. Is that the story of 
triumph that so threatened FACHEP?  

And if there was any doubt amongst readers that the above malicious 
FACHEP rumors might not have been circulated, the very day after 
McElmurry responded to Edwards’ email, FACHEP’s Dr. Sullivan 
posted a picture on FACEBOOK (December 9, 2016) with text written 
on a pipe full of holes that stated “He says Flint pipes are healed 
and Flint water is safe…but there are holes in his evidence.” 
We can again see in all its glory, what we were starting to believe was 
FACHEP’s guiding motto in action: “Our rumor, your problem.”   
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